The UK Group

Understanding the needs of our customer

HEN | think What a wonderful Spring we are

having | can already hear the farming community
thinking how little those in Of ces really know. Yes, |
know the ground is bone hard and that we could all
do with 24 hours of light warm rain. We shall probably
have it before this is printed. Global Warming seems
to be the buzz phrase at the moment but | must
admit to a certain feeling of whatever will be, will be
despite being labelled as irresponsible by the younger
generation and the Greener of those amongst us.

Nevertheless, in whatever guise, Spring has sprung and
we will face, as always whatever Mother Nature throws
at us. It is what we have to face that has nothing to
do with Mother Nature that bothers me more. At least
this year, 50% of Single Farm Payments appear to
have been received by most although to me it is still
harrowing to know that all those in Wales and Scotland
appear to have had the lot! Do not fear DEFRA cannot
be expected to change overnight or even in the course
of twelve months. Seriously though, this has still given
rise to serious cash ow disruptions again to many who
have once again to rely on the understanding of their
Bank Manager and in some instances their creditors.
This added pressure does little to help particularly
if you are a dairy farmer. Tesco hits the headlines
with their promise of additional pennies per litre
which is wonderful news for those that bene t. What
about the rest?

The number of Dairy Farmers
continues to decline but not
enough of us ask why. When it
is too late and the countryside
changes beyond recognition, even
to those who live in our townships
we should all share a sense of
guilt that not enough noise was

made when it really mattered.
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Enough of what may be labelled biased opinion, what
of the good news?

Not enough noise was made
when it really mattered 7 9%

That of course depends on to whom you are speaking.
The dairy farmer that cannot move his young stock
and has mastitis in his herd and is faced with the dairy
clawing back more money will think there is no good
news. But rightly or wrongly | sense that the agricultural
graph of success just might be coming off the bottom.
| take the view that nationwide some Banks are taking
a more aggressive- or is it lenient? - view of the sector
and indications are that in some respects are being
positively encouraging. Fees and charges however
remain a constant burden for those on small overdrafts
in particular. What a GOOD OPPORTUNITY therefore
to consider consolidating all requirements on to a long
term facility. UK CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS.

All in all | remain BULLISH as regards the sector and
whilst anticipating a further rise in Interest Rates, |
believe that our involvement is assisting the farming
community to either CONSOLIDATE or EXPAND
either by way of LONG TERM or BRIDGING FINANCE
will be much in demand over the next few months.

If you see us represented at one of The Agricultural
Shows during the summer do please introduce
yourself and of course

someone is always
available at
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Upcoming Events
May

7th May
North Somerset Show in Wraxell, Somerset.

17th May

Beef Expo 2007 in Skipton, Leeds. \\

30th May 2nd June
Bath & West Show at the Bath & West
Showground, Shepton Mallet.

June

7th - 9th June

Royal Cornwall Show at the Royal Showground,
in Cornwall. We are on stand 375, opposite the
Farmer s Pavillion.

12th June
Sheep South West in Launceston, Cornwall. In
association with the Country Landowners Association.

21st - 24th June
Royal Highland Show in Edinburgh. In association
with the National Sheep Association.

July

1st 4th July
The Royal Show at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire.

A

28th July
Totnes Show, Devon.

August

5th - 6th August
Turriff Show, Scotland.

For further information on any of the eve
please call Kerry Neal on O :
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